✅ 1. Install Java JDK (Java Development Kit)
Spring Boot requires Java 17 or newer (Java 21 is LTS).
Steps:
1. Go to https://adoptium.net/ or Oracle JDK.
2. Download the JDK installer for Windows.
3. Run the installer and follow the prompts.
4. Set environment variables:
· Open Start Menu → search Environment Variables → Edit the system environment variables.
· Under System Variables, find Path, click Edit, and add:
C:\Program Files\Java\jdk-<your_version>\bin
· Create a new system variable:
· Name: JAVA_HOME
· Value: C:\Program Files\Java\jdk-<your_version>
Test it:
java -version
javac -version

✅ 2. Install Spring Boot CLI (Optional)
This is optional — you can use Spring Boot with just Maven or Gradle.
Option A: With SDKMAN (WSL or Git Bash required):
sdk install springboot
Option B: Download Manually:
1. Go to: https://docs.spring.io/spring-boot/docs/current/reference/html/getting-started.html#getting-started-installing-spring-boot
2. Download the Spring Boot CLI ZIP.
3. Unzip and add the bin folder to your system Path.

✅ 3. Install a Build Tool: Maven or Gradle
Most Spring Boot projects use Maven by default.
Install Maven:
1. Go to: https://maven.apache.org/download.cgi
2. Download and unzip the latest version.
3. Add Maven's bin directory to your Path.
4. Set a MAVEN_HOME environment variable.
Test:
mvn -version

✅ 4. Create Your First Spring Boot App
Use Spring Initializr (easiest):
1. Go to https://start.spring.io
2. Fill in project metadata (Java, Maven, dependencies).
3. Click Generate, and unzip the project.
4. Open it in an IDE (like IntelliJ or VS Code).

✅ 5. Run the Spring Boot App
In terminal, navigate to the project directory and run:
./mvnw spring-boot:run
Or if using Gradle:
./gradlew bootRun

